The 2013 issues will represent the 20th year of publishing Environmental Science and Pollution Research (ESPR). First of all, I would like to pay my sincerest respects to Professor Otto Hutzinger, the founding father of ESPR, who passed away in late 2012. He was really a visionary in launching ESPR, which he himself defined as "a medium of communication and information with a truly and interdisciplinary outlook" (Hutzinger 1994) . Thank you, Otto, for being our guide and I hope that you would be proud of the ESPR 2013 version.
In the last 4 years, ESPR has witnessed an incredible increase in activity, moving from around 250 papers submitted in 2009 to around 2,000 papers submitted in 2012. In 2012, the format of the ESPR issues shifted from 200 printed pages to 600 printed pages, increasing both the number of issues and the speed of publication. One hundred sixty papers were accepted in 2011 and 450 papers published in 2012. In the meantime, the time to publication acceptance has dropped to an average of 1.5 months.
Such publication growth is partly due to the journal's 2011/2012 editorial policy. ESPR has a broad scientific scope that allows various research communities (from ecology to environmental engineering, from ecotoxicology to environmental chemistry) to be active in submitting papers to the journal. Publications in new research areas such as "Sustainability", "Environmental Life Cycle Assessment", and "Green Processes" have since been accepted in ESPR. An active campaign has been made to encourage the international research community in environmental and pollution sciences to submit their works to ESPR. New publication concepts have also been introduced, such as "Special Issues" (collection of papers dedicated to specific research meetings or projects) and "Highlight Projects" (brief presentations of a research project in 2-3 printed pages). Besides these new ideas, classic topics such as research papers, paper reviews, and conference reports are always welcome.
This growth in activity has also impacted the editorial organization of the journal. An editorial assistant has been recruited and is working full time in close collaboration with the Editor in Chief. The assistant serves as a liaison between the authors, the editors, and the editorial Springer Staff, ensuring a fluid and smooth formation of the ESPR issues. The number of the editors has also been significantly increased to 20, and the number of the editorial board members is now around 50. Many thanks to the members of the two boards and to the referees for their excellent job of assessing the scientific quality of the submitted works, and for encouraging specific scientific communities to submit papers to ESPR. Special thanks are due Prof. E. Stephanou, who has since left his position of editor due to heavy university duties, for his valued contributions.
Several new editors have been selected as top level and high-impact experts in their specific disciplines and have been invited to serve for 3 years. New editors have been recruited in inorganic and organic environmental chemistry, environmental engineering, environmental microbiology, and atmosphere. You will find a short biographical sketch of each of them as follows.
Finally, I intend for ESPR to maintain its cross-disciplinary view among all the disciplines involved in the environmental sciences. More integration is needed between both disciplinary research fields and observation levels. Each article published in ESPR will contribute to achieving these objectives. Dr. Robert Duran is Professor in Environmental Molecular Microbiology at the University of Pau. Robert has more than 20 years' experience in environmental microbiology and molecular microbiology research. He is leading a research team of 30 people including people with permanent position (professors and assistant professors, technicians), post-docs and PhD students. His research focuses on microbial ecology and diversity, with an emphasis on extreme, polluted or estuarine ecosystems. He employs a wide-range of techniques (from geochemistry to metatranscriptomics) to address fundamental and practical issues. Relevant recent discoveries include the characterization of the taxonomic and functional microbialdiversity in extreme and contaminated ecosystems: behaviour of sulfate reducing bacteria populations in acid mine drainage and microbial mats according to the fluctuation of environmental parameters, the diversity of ring hydroxylating dioxygenases in polluted microbial mats.
Competences : microbiology, microbial ecology, molecular biology, meta 'omics', organic compounds, metals, marine and fresh waters.
Dr. Céline Guéguen Canada Research Chair in Aquatic Sciences and Biogeochemistry, is an associate professor in the department of chemistry at Trent University. As biogeochemist and chemical oceanographer, her work focuses on the processes regulating the transport and bioavailability of metals in aquatic ecosystems. In particular, she is interested in the characterization of aquatic dissolved organic matter (DOM) in terrestrial and marine waters as well as the impacts of biogeochemical transformation of DOM on metal speciation and toxicity.
Competences : aquatic chemistry, biogeochemistry, polar chemistry, heavy metals, dissolved organic matter, humic substances, natural colloids, biodegradation, photodegradation, complexation, dissociation, partitioning. Competences : environmental and analytical organic chemistry, persistent organic pollutants, new emerging contaminants, environmental and waste waters, sediment, soil, biological matrices, water treatment processes, bioremediation.
Dr. Leif Kronberg is professor of organic chemistry at Åbo Akademi University in Finland. He defended his doctoral thesis in 1987 and the following year he spent as "visiting scholar" at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. In 1989, he went back to Åbo Akademi University and has since been working as researcher and teacher. His main research interests have been focused on the identification of chlorine disinfection products in drinking water, the study of reaction of highly reactive environmental pollutants with the base units of DNA, i.e. the formation of DNA adducts, and during the recent years, the fate and impact of pharmaceuticals residues in the aquatic environment.
Competences : environmental organic chemistry, pharmaceuticals, endocrine disruptors, illicit drugs, genotoxins and mutagens, disinfection products, water, transformation reaction, disinfection, uptake and metabolism in biota, food genotoxins.
Dr. Gerhard Lammel is a full professor at the Masaryk University, Faculty of Science, Brno, Czech Republic and senior scientist at the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry, Mainz, Germany. He earned his PhD in Atmospheric Chemistry (1988) from the University of Mainz / Max Planck Institute for Chemistry and his teaching degree (Habilitation, 2000) for Environmental Chemistr y fr om the University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart, Germany. In his research he has been focusing on aerosol chemistry through field and laboratory experimental studies and multicompartmental chemistry through modelling and field studies. He is a member of the Division on Chemistry and the Environment of EuCheMS (DCE, since 2004) and has been serving in various committees, the board of the Environmental Chemistry and Ecotoxicology branch of the German Chemical Society (GDCh, chair 2007 (GDCh, chair -2010 , besides other.
Competences : atmospheric chemistry, multicompartmental chemistry, aerosol science, modelling, field experiments, laboratory scale process studies, pesticides, heavy metal ions, global environmental change, sustainability. Competences : environmental modelling and risk assessment of organic pollutants, chemodynamic modelling, environmental exposure and risk assessment, organic pollutants, transport, degradation, persistence, bioaccumulation, long range transport potential (LRTP), georeferenced exposure assessment.
Dr. Laura McConnell is a research scientist at the US Department of Agriculture, Beltsville, Maryland. Her scientific background is in analytical and environmental chemistry, with a special focus on the investigation of the processes controlling the environmental fate and transport of pesticides, volatile organic compounds and other pollutants from agricultural operations. The ultimate goal of her research is to support the development of more sustainable farming systems that will minimize negative impacts on surrounding ecosystems. Dr. McConnell has received awards from within and outside her agency. She is currently the president of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC), Division of Chemistry and the Environment, and she is active in the American Chemical Society (ACS) and the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC).
Competences : analytical and environmental chemistry, pesticides, POPs, volatile organic compounds, brominated flame retardants, nutrients, odorants, air-water gas exchange of organic compounds, bioaccumulation and bioavailability of organic contaminants, regional and long-range atmospheric transport and deposition of organic contaminants, gas and particle emissions from agricultural operations, contaminants associated with biosolids and wastewaters.
Dr. Bingcai Pan is a Full Professor of Department of Environmental Engineering, Nanjing University, and currently he serves as the department chair professor. He received his PhD degree of Environmental Engineering from Nanjing University (China). He has been employed in Nanjing University since 2003. Also, he serves as the deputy director of both State Key Laboratory of Pollution Control and Resource Reuse and National Engineering Centre for Organic Pollution Control and Resource Reuse (China). His work focused on environmental material-based water and wastewater treatment. In particular, he is interested in development of highly efficient nanocomposites and nanoporous materials for treatment and reuse of contaminated water.
Competences : environmental engineering, water and wastewater treatment, adsorption, ion exchange, oxidation/reduction, nanomaterials, heavy metals, organic chemicals, physicochemical processes, photo-induced industrial effluent, drinking water, groundwater.
Dr. Constantini Samara is Professor of Environmental Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry, A r i s t o t l e U n i v e r s i t y o f Thessaloniki, Greece. She is Head of the Environmental Pollution Control Laboratory accredited to ISO 17025 for sampling and determination of aerosol in the ambient air. She coordinates the Thematic Network of the Aristotle University on «Integrated Research on Air Pollution, AIRnet». She has extensive involvement in air pollution studies with focus on particulate pollutants, such as heavy metals/toxic elements, toxic or carcinogenic organic compounds, and acidic ionic components. Also, she has developed research activity on the source identification/apportionment by employing receptor modeling. She is member of the advisory boards of Greek Environmental Agencies for air pollution.
Competences : air pollution analysis, source apportionment of ambient aerosol (receptor modeling), analytical organic chemistry, toxic organic compounds, acidic aerosol components, crustal elements, heavy metals, air/water exchange, wet/dry deposition.
Dr. Stuart Simpson is a principal research scientist at CSIRO Land and Water, Sydney, Australia. His major research interest is sediment quality assessment, focussing on the quantification of the form (speciation), behaviour (bioavailability), ecotoxicological effects and the development of guidelines for regulating contaminants in sediments. His primary interest has been the analytical and environmental chemistry, reactivity, fate and processes controlling speciation, bioavailability and effects of metals in sediments. Competences : environmental effects assessment (waters/sediment, freshwater/marine), sediment ecotoxicology, sediment quality assessment, metal speciation, metals, metalloids, bioavailability, speciation modelling, impacts of mining. Competences : environmental chemistry, field monitoring, chemical experiments, organic pollutants (especially POPs and emerging organic chemicals), aquatic and terrestrial system, remediation of contaminated sites, human exposure of chemicals.
